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March 19" 2023
RE: Oppose HB 5673 and SB 16 - Comprehensive Ban on PFAS

Dear Chair Bennett and Honorable Members of the House Committee on Environment and
Natural Resources,

We are writing to respectfully oppose HB 5673 and SB 16 related to the comprehensive
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances ban. This legislation is overly broad, lacks
scientific basis and will have significant unintended consequences and could eventually
ban thousands of products from sale and transport of those products into Rhode Island.
It would be one of the broadest bans on products containing PFAS in the nation and would have




far reaching negative consequences on nearly every sector of the economy including
aerospace, autos, alternative energy, healthcare, building and construction, electronics,
pharmaceuticals, and agriculture.

PFAS are a diverse universe of chemistries that enable a huge range of products and sectors —
everything from electronics, semiconductors, automotive, aerospace, and alternative energy.
However, all PFAS are not the same. It is neither scientifically accurate nor appropriate to
group all PFAS together. This broad universe of chemistries includes liquids, gasses, and
solids.

There has been a lot of work done to assess individual PFAS compounds and to look at
appropriate sub-groupings within this broad universe. Grouping these substances together is
also inconsistent with the views of key policy organizations including the National Academies of
Science, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM), the Environmental Council of the States
(ECOS), and various states that have looked at this specifically.

Today’s PFAS are essential to modern life and an important enabling technology. These
chemistries provide products with strength, durability, stability, and resilience. These properties
are critical to the reliability and safe function of a broad range of products that are
important for industry and consumers. They play a vital role in everything from designing
automobiles with low emissions and improved safety, reliability, and fuel efficiency to
manufacturing semiconductors, solar panel and high-performance electronics. Multiple
industries depend on high-performance PFAS including aerospace, autos, powersports,
alternative energy (solar, wind), healthcare, building and construction, electronics, chemicals
and pharmaceuticals, oil and gas, and outdoor apparel and equipment, among other industries.

In this regard, the legislation would undermine effective product design, and in some
cases, even overall product safety and efficacy for a broad range of products - including
applications that are important for public safety and public health. One critical example
and timely example, this bill would currently restrict critical materials that are essential to the
COVID vaccine distribution and COVID testing, as well as the medical equipment used by
healthcare providers that are on the front-line of fighting the COVID pandemic. This may not be
the intent of the legislation, but this is the reality.

This bill also would adversely impact critical uses of this technology that are important for our
society’s broader sustainability objectives, including support for alternative energy and
greenhouse gas reduction efforts. For example, lithium-ion electric vehicle batteries contain
innovative fluorotechnology and are a critical product to Rhode Island.

This legislation would have a significant impact on Rhode Island in terms of the availability of
critical products that are approved and used elsewhere. It would also foster an unworkable
patchwork of state regulation with significant implications for Rhode Island citizens, businesses
and public entities, effectively isolating Rhode Island from the rest of the country.

We thank you for your consideration and urge you to oppose HB 5673 and SB 16.
Sincerely,
American Chemistry Council
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